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&RQFOXVLRQV
The Exe Estuary is an internationally important resource for both people and wildlife. It is treasured by residents
and visitors alike for many different reasons, including its landscape, tranquillity, diverse wildlife, heritage and
natural facilities. It is also a lively busy place, supporting a wide range of activities including recreation, tourism,
IDUPLQJ¿VKLQJWUDQVSRUWORFDOFRPPHUFHDQGPDQ\RWKHUV
This document is the second in a series that reports on the present condition and recent changes in aspects
of the natural and human environment of the Exe Estuary. Where possible, the causes and implications of any
VLJQL¿FDQWFKDQJHVKDYHEHHQUHODWHGWRWKHXVDJHDQGPDQDJHPHQWRIWKH(VWXDU\7KHUHSRUWDOVRKLJKOLJKWV
the physical processes and coastal changes which occur daily and over longer periods, and which combine
with the natural and social changes to shape the Estuary we know today. All the changes described remind us
WKDWWKH(VWXDU\LVDG\QDPLFV\VWHPDQGWKDWWKHSHRSOHDQGZLOGOLIHOLYLQJKHUHZLOOQHHGWRDGDSWDQGDGMXVW
Information from a wide variety of sources and contributors has been updated and brought together during the
SURGXFWLRQRIWKLVUHSRUW$VXPPDU\RIWKHPDLQ¿QGLQJVRIHDFKVHFWLRQLVSUHVHQWHGEHORZ

1. Background to the Exe
Seven fundus owners own the bed of the Exe Estuary, and several lease agreements have been made
between the formal owners and other organisations for its use. A better understanding of the existing
agreements, and the rights and responsibilities retained and transferred by the fundus owners to their
OHDVHKROGHUVPLJKWKHOSWKH([H(VWXDU\0DQDJHPHQW3DUWQHUVKLS ((03 WRLPSOHPHQWPRUHHIIHFWLYH
management in some instances.
The new Local Development Plans for Exeter, East Devon and Teignbridge include proposals for housing
development that will result in thousands more people living close to the Estuary in future years. This expansion
of the local population will result in more people visiting and using the Estuary, which is likely to cause adverse
HIIHFWV±SDUWLFXODUO\LQFUHDVHGGLVWXUEDQFH±IRUWKHOHJDOO\SURWHFWHGZLOGOLIHRIWKH(VWXDU\7KHSRWHQWLDO
impacts of this increase in population are being considered by the three local authorities and the EEMP, and
a suite of potential future management measures is being drawn up for mitigating and offsetting additional
disturbance. There may be a role for the EEMP in planning, delivering or monitoring these measures. In
the context of all these new developments, the Partnership aims to balance the effects of growth with the
conservation status of the Estuary.
With an increasingly busy Estuary, there are also implications for the safety of recreational and commercial
users of the Estuary, and the EEMP could have a future role in actions to address any safety concerns that
arise.

2. Climate Change
Global warming is resulting in changes in climate around the world, which are impacting on natural and human
V\VWHPV7KHLPSDFWVRIUHFHQWH[WUHPHFOLPDWHHYHQWVDWDORFDOOHYHOVXFKDVVWRUPVDQGÀRRGVGHPRQVWUDWH
the vulnerability and exposure of some areas within and in the vicinity of the Exe Estuary. Mean sea levels
around the South West of England are rising, and within the physically enclosed Exe Estuary, coastal squeeze
will lead to a reduction in the area of intertidal habitat. The habitat loss and associated compensatory measures
UHTXLUHGZLOOKDYHVLJQL¿FDQWLPSOLFDWLRQVIRUWKHSHRSOHDQGZLOGOLIHRIWKH(VWXDU\
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7KHRQJRLQJ(XURSHDQSURMHFW/L&&R/LYLQJZLWKD&KDQJLQJ&RDVW±DQGWKHORQJWHUP([H(VWXDU\
)ORRGDQG&RDVWDO(URVLRQ5LVN0DQDJHPHQW6WUDWHJ\DUHH[DPSOHVRI(QYLURQPHQW$JHQF\OHGLQLWLDWLYHV
undertaken on the Exe Estuary with the aim of preparing local communities for the likely effects of climate
change whilst managing the risks of sea level and coastline erosion. The Exe Estuary Management Partnership
LVDSDUWQHULQWKH/L&&RSURMHFWDQGKDVDVVLVWHGZLWKORFDOFRPPXQLFDWLRQRQERWKRIWKHVHLQLWLDWLYHV

3.

Natural and Historic Environment

The national and international protected areas on the Exe Estuary have been facing both positive and negative
FKDQJHVVLQFHWKHSXEOLFDWLRQRIWKH¿UVW6WDWHRIWKH([H7KHFXUUHQWELRORJLFDOSK\VLFDODQGFKHPLFDO
FRQGLWLRQDVVHVVPHQWV XQGHUWDNHQE\1DWXUDO(QJODQG LQGLFDWHWKDWRYHUDOOWKH([H(VWXDU\DQG'DZOLVK
:DUUHQ666,VKDYHLPSURYHGVLQFHWKHSUHYLRXVDVVHVVPHQWLQ,QSDUWLFXODULPSURYHPHQWVKDYHEHHQ
recorded in the SSSI units of the upper Estuary that include Exeter canal and Exminster marshes, although
deterioration has been observed in the unit that covers the Exmouth Local Nature Reserve. All habitats
ORFDWHGLQWKHXSSHUDQGPLGGOH(VWXDU\DUHFXUUHQWO\FODVVL¿HGDV³IDYRXUDEOH´ZKLOHWKHKDELWDWXQLWVDURXQG
'DZOLVK:DUUHQ666,DUHFODVVL¿HGDV³XQIDYRXUDEOHUHFRYHULQJ´DQG³GHFOLQLQJ´7KHPDLQUHDVRQVIRUWKH
µXQIDYRXUDEOH¶FRQGLWLRQLQFOXGHWKHQRQXQGHUVWRRGGHFOLQHRIVRPHZLQWHULQJELUGVSHFLHV R\VWHUFDWFKHULQ
SDUWLFXODU DQGFRDVWDOHURVLRQGXHWKHSUHVHQFHRIFRDVWDOGHIHQFHVWUXFWXUHV LHJUR\QHVDQGJDELRQV 
Recognition of the environmental importance of the Estuary has been strengthened, and many issues
relating to maintenance of its conservation status have been addressed by several organisations with
legal responsibilities on the Exe Estuary. A clear understanding of the scale and magnitude of existing and
future pressures, and of how these could affect the Estuary’s protected wildlife and habitats, would help the
management authorities to develop and apply successful mitigation measures. There is a legal duty to apply
WKHSUHFDXWLRQDU\SULQFLSOHWRHQVXUHWKDWDQ\SURSRVHGSODQRUSURMHFWZLOOQRWDGYHUVHO\DIIHFWWKHLQWHJULW\RI
any protected site.



8VHRIWKH([H

8VDJHRIWKH(VWXDU\LVOLNHO\WRLQFUHDVHVLJQL¿FDQWO\LQIXWXUH\HDUVPDLQO\DVDUHVXOWRIDQDQWLFLSDWHG
increase in local population. There is also considerable scope for extending the visitor season of the Estuary
beyond the summer months, for example by marketing the area as a nature tourism destination. However,
the provision of tourist and recreational facilities and services needs to be balanced with consideration of the
international importance of the Estuary’s wildlife, and protection of its high quality landscape, otherwise its
DSSHDODVDWRXULVPGHVWLQDWLRQZLOOJUDGXDOO\GZLQGOH,WZRXOGEHEHQH¿FLDOLISURPRWLRQRIWKH(VWXDU\DV
a tourism and water sports destination could be combined with messages about its special environmental
qualities and sensitivity. An additional level of visitor management at the more sensitive destinations on the
(VWXDU\PD\EHQHHGHGLQIXWXUH HJ'DZOLVK:DUUHQ WRPLQLPLVHGDPDJHVXFKDVWUDPSOLQJFDXVHGE\
visitor pressures.
&RQFHUQVDERXWWKHHIIHFWVRIWKHDQWLFLSDWHGJURZWKLQSRSXODWLRQDURXQGWKH(VWXDU\KDYHOHGWKH((03
and some individual Partner organisations to commission several studies to assess the impact of increasing
UHFUHDWLRQRQZLOGOLIHDQGRQWKHVDIHW\RIZDWHUXVHUV7KH¿QGLQJVRIWKHVHVWXGLHVDUHEHLQJXVHGWRLQIRUP
the suite of potential future management measures intended to mitigate and offset the impacts of increased
GLVWXUEDQFHUHIHUUHGWRLQ&KDSWHUDERYH
$VGHPDQGIRUIDFLOLWLHVWRDFFHVVWKHZDWHULQFUHDVHV SDUWLFXODUO\VOLSZD\V WKHUHZLOOEHDQHHGIRU(VWXDU\
managers to consider how best to increase access provision and associated infrastructure whilst maintaining
safety, minimising inconvenience to local residents and diverting water users away from the more sensitive
wildlife locations within and around the Estuary.
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5.

Environmental Quality

Despite the increasing pressures from an expanding population, and a greater variety of activities taking place
on and around the Estuary, the environmental quality of the Exe Estuary is generally good. However, the
(VWXDU\LVQRWDQLVRODWHGVLWHDQGWKHTXDOLW\RIVXUURXQGLQJDUHDV QRWDEO\WKH([HULYHUFDWFKPHQW DIIHFWV
and to an extent is in turn affected by, the environmental status of the Estuary.
,QDOORIWKHWKUHHJRYHUQPHQWWLHUV (XURSHDQ1DWLRQDO&RXQW\ WKHH[LVWLQJ(QYLURQPHQWDO'LUHFWLYHVDQG
Strategy Plans have been recently revised and in some cases more rigorous standards and monitoring
requirements set out. Moreover, air and water quality and waste management local plans are continuously
PRQLWRUHGDQGLPSURYHGE\WKHWKUHH/RFDODXWKRULWLHV (&&(''&DQG7'& 1DWLRQDOO\DQGLQWHUQDWLRQDOO\
GH¿QHGHQYLURQPHQWDOVWDQGDUGVOHYHOVDQGWDUJHWYDOXHVDUHEHLQJDSSOLHGDQGZKHUHIDLOXUHVH[LVWFR
PDQDJHPHQWPHDVXUHVDUHSXWLQSODFH$JRRGH[DPSOHLVWKHVLJQL¿FDQWLPSURYHPHQWLQEDWKLQJZDWHUTXDOLW\
at Dawlish Town Beach since 2005. The local authorities, together with the Environment Agency, have carried
out investigations and land works to ensure that the potential sources of pollution are below acceptable levels.
In order to maintain the Exe Estuary’s well-being and certify that all the existing failures are being addressed
and monitored, it is important that the responsible authorities of the Exe Estuary continue working together in
co-operation to detect and respond to any changes in environmental quality that are causes for concern.



3URPRWLQJ8QGHUVWDQGLQJRIWKH([H

The future sustainability of the Exe Estuary depends on an understanding and appreciation of its natural, social
and economic value, and the linkages between these. The different types of promotional and educational
activities carried out by the Exe Estuary Management Partnership and partner organisations help local
XVHUVDQGYLVLWRUVWREHWWHUXQGHUVWDQGWKH(VWXDU\HFRV\VWHP±DVZHOODVWKHEHQH¿WVLWEULQJVWRWKHORFDO
community and the challenges of its management.
Ongoing promotion and provision of educational activities covering all relevant issues of the Exe Estuary will in
the long term ease communication between Estuary managers and users, facilitate stakeholder engagement,
and improve the effectiveness of any management measures that are introduced.

7.

Estuary Management

The Exe Estuary is sensitive to many factors that pose a potential threat to: the well-being of the local
community living around its shores; the ways that it is used and contributes to the local economy; its wildlife
DQGHQYLURQPHQWDOTXDOLW\DQGLWVODQGVFDSH/RFDODXWKRULWLHVDQGRUJDQLVDWLRQVKDYHLGHQWL¿HGWKHPDLQULVNV
and drawn up a number of plans and strategies containing preventative measures, monitoring regimes and, in
the event of a harmful event occurring, plans for a rapid and coordinated response.
([DPSOHVRIVXFKKD]DUGVDQGWKUHDWVLQFOXGHPDULWLPHSROOXWLRQLQFLGHQWVÀRRGLQJDQGFRDVWDOHURVLRQDQG
inappropriate or excessive development.
Both historically and recently, the Exe Estuary has experienced and suffered the consequences of coastal
HURVLRQDQGÀRRGLQJ&RDVWDODQGÀRRGGHIHQFHVFKHPHVKDYHEHHQEXLOWLQPDQ\SDUWVRIWKH(VWXDU\WR
SURWHFWSHRSOHDQGOLPLWGDPDJHWRSURSHUWLHVEXWLQVRPHFDVHVWKH\KDYHVLJQL¿FDQWO\DIIHFWHGWKHRSHUDWLRQ
RIQDWXUDOV\VWHPVE\DOWHULQJIXQGDPHQWDOJHRPRUSKRORJLFDOSURFHVVHV±IRUH[DPSOHE\LQWHUUXSWLQJQDWXUDO
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VHGLPHQWVXSSOLHV1HZFRDVWDODQGÀRRGPDQDJHPHQWDFWLRQVRQWKH([H(VWXDU\KDYHEHHQSURSRVHGE\WKH
Environment Agency, with the EEMP helping with communication. The recently published “Exe Estuary Flood
DQG&RVWDO(URVLRQ5LVN0DQDJHPHQW6WUDWHJ\´LGHQWL¿HVDSSURSULDWHFRDVWDODQGÀRRGVFKHPHVIRUHDFK
Estuary community taking into account social, economic and environmental aspects. The aim is to ensure that
the risks are managed before they cause serious problems for local populations and for the protected habitats
of the Exe.
7ZRRIWKHPRVWLPSRUWDQWOHVVRQVOHDUQHGIURPZRUNRQWKH/L&&RSURMHFWDQGWKHSODQQLQJRIFRDVWDO
PDQDJHPHQWZLWKLQWKH(VWXDU\DUH¿UVWO\WKDWDQ\PDQDJHPHQWSURSRVDOVPXVWFRQVLGHUWKH(VWXDU\DVD
whole, interconnected system. Measures aimed at addressing an issue at one location will almost certainly
DIIHFWRWKHUSDUWVRIWKH(VWXDU\6HFRQGO\WKHG\QDPLFQDWXUHRIWKH([H(VWXDU\FDOOVIRUDÀH[LEOHDQG
DGDSWLYHDSSURDFKWRFRDVWDOPDQDJHPHQWUDWKHUWKDQRQHEDVHGDURXQGORQJWHUPRQHRII¿[HV

This State of the Exe report provides a description of the Exe Estuary in 2014, but it presents only a
VWDWLFSHUVSHFWLYH±DVQDSVKRW,QRUGHUWRHQVXUHHIIHFWLYHDQGEDODQFHGPDQDJHPHQWRIWKH(VWXDU\
it is important that Exe Estuary Management Partners remain collectively aware of relevant studies,
VXUYH\VDQGLQLWLDWLYHVDVWKH\DULVHDORQJZLWKDVVRFLDWHG¿QGLQJVDQGUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVRUDFWLRQV
7KHZRUNGRHVQRWHQGZLWKSXEOLFDWLRQRIWKLVGRFXPHQW ZKLFKLVDOUHDG\RXWRIGDWH ±WKLV6WDWHRI
WKH([HLVMXVWDPLOHVWRQHDORQJWKHZD\WRZDUGVJUHDWHUVXVWDLQDELOLW\IRU([H(VWXDU\PDQDJHPHQW

_6WDWHRIWKH([H(VWXDU\

