Photo 1. Exe Estuary Trail wooden boardwalk

Photo 3. Orcombe Point Exmouth at the Geo needle with
SW Coast path officer Alex..

Photo 2. Exe Estuary Trail with DCC officer
Kirstie Pritchard
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Exe Estuary Trail problems for physically disabled people.
The BIGGEST PROBLEM ON THE EXE trail are the lack of wheelchair accessible toilets, including the many pubs and cafés along
the EXE ESTUARY trail. There may be grants available. There are virtually no accessible toilets on the Dawlish side..
Gates need to be 1.5 m wide to give good clearance for mobility scooters. Chicanes need to be widely spaced to allow scooters
through.

Just look at the PARA OLYMPICS to see how many disabled people remain active.
By 2030, one in five people in the UK (21.8%) will be aged 65 or over, 6.8% will be aged 75+. Increasing numbers of these people
will be using mobility scooters as well as physically disabled people.
DCC Officer Kirstie Pritchard and Jay Boyle from the Exe Estuary Partnership walked with several groups of mobility
scooter and power chair users along the Exe Estuary in 2021. They devised three accessible routes:
•

Bowling Green Marsh and Topsham

•

Exmouth to Lympstone and back along the Exe Estuary Trail

•

Exmouth including the marina and seafront

The whole of these routes, using the Exe Estuary Trail and adjoining paths and pavements, are accessible for wheelchairs, small
mobility scooters (4mph), power chairs and larger mobility scooters (8mph). They are also suitable for families and pushchairs.
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The owner of the Pump and Pedal pub on the Granite way near Okehampton built a brand new wheelchair
accessible toilet its great. They also built a ramp instead of steps into the pub garden making it accessible for
bikes, prams and mobility scooters. It is now a destination pub for mobility scooters. Could we have more
pubs like this along the Exe Estuary?
Scooters are versatile and can go off road. Modern mobility scooters have long ranges 20 to 20 miles and
superb off road capability. Power chairs are joystick operated, popular with stroke patients but have less
range.
Photo 4. Scooter fording 30cm of water

Photo 5. Scooters climbing Haytor on Dartmoor
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Photo 6. Chicane barriers stop scooters

Useful websites
Disabled Ramblers UK
http://disabledramblers.co.uk/
Devon Countryside Access Forum (DCAF)
https://www.devon.gov.uk/prow/devon-countrysideaccess-forum/
Countryside Mobility SW. (Some 60 sites across SW)
https://www.countrysidemobility.org/

Every barrier excludes someone –
avoid them and use your budget
more positively (Open Country)
Disabled Ramblers UK have a four
page policy statement on;
Man Made Barriers & Least
Restrictive Access.

Open Country
Helping People with Disabilities to Access and Enjoy the
Countryside.
http://www.opencountry.org.uk/
Paul Narromore’s website has local Exeter scooter walks.
http://www.wheelchairoffroad.org/#home
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